
We do not have a firm date for 
the resumption of “in person” 
worship.  When we do come 
back, we will offer touch free 
hand sanitizing stations and use 
physical distancing models in 
our seating arrangements and 
the wearing of masks, along 
with other CDC guidelines for 
worship. 

As our Bishop shared, “This is a 
season for us to double our 
time in prayer, spiritual practic-
es and discernment.  John Wes-
ley has taught us that the quest 
of salvation means our love of 
God and neighbor increases.  
Our church has not closed—we 
have just figured out new ways 
to worship and to care for each 
other and our communities. 

 

It seems like a long time since 
our last “in person” worship 
service on March 15th … and I 
know that many of us are won-
dering when we will be able to 
gather at the church again. 

As the Center for Disease Con-
trol predicted, COVID-19 cases 
are continuing to spike.  Dr. 
Fauci shared that we cannot 
count on the availability of a safe 
and effective vaccine in the near 
future, and warned that the daily 
surge in cases could more than 
double if steps are not taken to 
get the virus under control.  

In the United Methodist Church, 
we are dedicated to following 
the mandate of our founder, 
John Wesley, when he said, “Do 
no harm.”  While we are all ea-
gerly anticipating the day when 
we can gather again in person, 

we cannot do so until every-
one will be safe.  Following 
the lead of our Bishop Grant 
Hagiya, we value human life 
and safety over our desire to 
return to in person worship. 

In preparation for the time 
when we can gather again, 
Westchester UMC is follow-
ing the guidelines mandated 
by our Annual Conference.  
We are drafting a 
“reopening” plan which will 
be submitted to our Annual 
Conference and our District 
Superintendent for approval.  
Our guidelines are in compli-
ance with state, county and 
city guidelines, and 
Westchester is hard at work 
on our safety protocol for 
worship, staff, members, visi-
tors, and all who gather here.   

07/01 at 10:00 a.m.—
Denominational Town Hall on 
Facebook Live:  Dismantling 
Racism 

07/03—The Church Office will 
be closed 

07/04—Happy 4th of July! 

07/04—Recorded Worship avail-
able on YouTube—virtual Com-
munion will be celebrated. 

07/05 at 10:00 a.m.—Zoom 

Breakfast Church!  Virtual Com-
munion will be celebrated 

July 11th—Recorded Worship 
service available on YouTube 

July 12th at 10:00 a.m.—Zoom 
Breakfast Church!   

July 18th—Recorded Worship 
service available on YouTube 

July 19th at 10:00 a.m.—Zoom 
Breakfast Church! 

July 20th at 7:00 p.m.—Be the 
Bridge small group on Zoom 

July 25th—Recorded Worship 
service available on YouTube 

July 26th at 10:00 a.m.—Zoom 
Breakfast Church! 

July 27th at 7:00 p.m.—Be the 
Bridge small group on Zoom 
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“Freedom 
doesn’t just 
show up; we go 
in search of it.” 

Erin Hawkins,   
General  Commis-
sion on Religion & 
Race 
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Online Giving at Westchester UMC! 

 

 “Be the Bridge” Discussion Group 
You are invited to be part of a six-
week Zoom book discussion small 
group experience.  We will use “Be 
the Bridge: Pursuing God’s Heart for 
Racial Reconciliation” by Latasha 
Morrison. 

“Be the Bridge” is the winner of the 
Christianity Today book award.  “Be 
the Bridge” offers a clarion call for 
Christians to move toward relation-
ship and deeper understanding in the 
midst of a divisive culture.  Our coun-
ry continues to experience increasing 
polarization and violence.  The practi-
cal lessons laid out in the book, along 
with personal and corporate action 
steps, can bring about the change 
needed to see true, lasting Kin-dom 
restoration.  In a beautiful blend of 
history and personal experience, 
Latasha Morrison fills the pages with 

both the why’s and how’s sur-
rounding racial reconciliation.  
“Be the Bridge” is a timely and 
necessary book that’s pastoral, 
prophetic and practical.   

We will have a limited amount 
of the books available at the 
church office on Thursday, July 
9th.  The cost of the book is 
$12.99; however, should this 
cause a financial hardship, please 
know that no one will be turned 
away due to a lack of funds. 

“Be the Bridge” is also available 
on Kindle, and at Barnes & No-
ble book stores. 

 

 

 

“Be the Bridge” six-week book 
discussion: 

Mondays at 7:00 p.m. 

Starting:  July 20th 

Ending:  August 24th  

All sessions require Zoom 

Please RSVP to Pastor Lyda at 
Lyda@wumcla.org. 

 

online giving and/or text giving, 
your gift transfers directly to 
the church’s bank account.  
You can give with a credit card, 
debit card, or bank account—
the choice is yours.  When 
donating through ParishSOFT, 
there is a small convenience 
fee (2.5%) which will be added 
to offset the cost. 

Did you know that you can 
select from different areas of 
outreach and operations of the 
church through online giving?  
You can donate to three differ-
ent general funds:  general op-
erations; major repairs and 
improvements; and Mission & 
Outreach.  You can also select 
different categories to support 
through the general funds, such 

as the LAX Food Pantry, Sui-
cide Prevention, and UMCOR, 
just to name a few. 

We are also getting ready for 
our summer “Adopt-A-Bill” 
program—you can adopt a 
church bill through online or 
text giving! 

If online or text giving is not 
for you, please know that mail-
ing or delivering your gift of 
support is greatly appreciated. 

Keep your eyes open for in-
structions on using Parish-
SOFT and the website link! 

The church never closed … 
even without in person wor-
ship right now, we are a place 
where love works … because 
of people like you. 

We are excited to an-
nounce that we have an 
additional way to be a part 
of the work of Westches-
ter UMC … online giving!   

You now have the option 
to support the life and 
work of this church by 
online giving or text giving 
by using the ParishSOFT 
Giving program.  It is a se-
cure and easy way to make 
a one-time gift or a recur-
ring donation, which can 
simplify your giving and 
support of the church. 

You can register and man-
age your account online, 
and even set up gifts on a 
schedule of your choosing. 

When you participate in 



Disicpleship Huddle I on Zoom 
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A disciple is a learner, an 
apprentice in the way of Je-
sus.  Following Jesus is what 
the life of faith is all about.  
Discipleship Huddle I is a 
seven-week, 90-minute, small 
group gathering of up to 10 
people that will give you a 
handle on several simple and 
profound tools which will 
deepen your faith.   
 
In Discipleship Huddle I, you 
will learn how to take any  

event or experience in your life, 
and work through what God 
might be saying to you through 
it.  You will engage in an every-
day connection with what God 
is already doing in your life so 
that you might participate more 
fully in the Spirit’s work in you.   
 
You will draw intimately closer  
to God and to the other people 
in your Huddle! 
 
 
 

stage for the children to share their 
dramatic gifts with their friends. 

The play yards around the outside of 
the church property are almost com-
plete—there is even a “race track” 
for tricycles. 

We look forward to the opening of 
Young Minds Preschool, hopefully in 
the late fall, and continue to hold 
them, and all schools, in our prayers 
as they navigate the unchartered 

Young Minds Preschool has been 
very busy over the past few 
months.  Construction has been 
ongoing and we are excited to 
share that most of the construc-
tion is completed! 

Each room is warm and welcom-
ing, and the new floors are beau-
tiful.  The courtyard patio has 
artificial grass for the children to 
play on, and there is a delightful 

waters of providing safe and excel-
lent childcare while managing the 
challenges of 
COVID-19. 

 

So far, this amazing group has 
donated over 700 masks—and 
they are still going strong! 

If you would like to join in their 
efforts, please let the church of-
fice know (310 670 3777) and we 
will pass on your information to 
the Craft Group. 

If you see Pastor Lyda wearing a 
mask with superheroes on it, it’s 
from the talented hands of the 
Craft Group! 

The Westchester UMC Craft 
Group has been very busy making 
masks for hospitals and nursing 
homes, while also providing masks 
for people in the community and 
churches.  They have donated 
masks to Cedars Sinai Hospital and 
St. Francis Nursing Home, just to 
name a few. 

We are humbled by their talents 
and their hearts of service.  They 
have made masks for adults, and 
are now making masks for children! 

 The Hands of Christ—Making Masks 

Young Minds Preschool 

 

With sufficient enrollment, we 
will offer Discipleship Huddle I 
on Mondays at 7:00 p.m., 
starting August 31st, and on 
Wednesdays at 9:00 a.m. 
beginning on September 
2nd.    
 
To register, please email the 
church office at wumcof-
fice1@sbcglobal.net.  Be sure to 
specify which Huddle:  Mondays 
at 7:00 p.m. or Wednesdays at 
9:00 a.m. 



technology, distancing and experi-
mentation as we discover what faith 
looks like in the time of a pandemic. 

Together, we are exploring what is 
really important as followers of 
Christ, and learning to let go of things 
which can no longer be.  We are 
discovering anew who we are called 
to be as the Holy Spirit blows 
through our churches, our communi-
ties and our country. 

Today marks my first year as your 
new pastor.  A year in which a good 
portion of it has been lived out in 
social distancing and virtual relation-
ships.   

And still … 

I am so grateful to be here.  I am full 
of hope about this day, this day which 
marks my first year anniversary as 
your new pastor.  I am filled with 
excitement on this day, this day 
which also signals the beginning of a 
new year together … whatever it 
may bring. 

Today marks my first year as the 
“new pastor” of Westchester UMC.  
Today I celebrate a year of being a 
part of this community  - a communi-
ty of kind, caring, creative, and resili-
ent people.  This definitely was not 
the first year I thought I would have 
as “the new pastor” and I’m pretty 
sure it was not the first year that any 
of us could have imagined! 

From mourning the loss of beloved 
friends who left this earth last sum-
mer, to the pandemic and the reali-
ties of COVID-19, it’s been a chal-
lenging beginning together, to say the 
least. 

And yet …  

I am so grateful to be here.  I am 
honored by the loving hearts in this 
community.  I rejoice in the courage 
shown each day as we find new ways 
of not only caring for each other, but 
caring for all the beloved children of 
God.  I am humbled by this diverse 
group of people who have embraced 

Today celebrates a year which has 
gone from in person worship to a 
Zoom interactive worship experience 
where deep conversations happen 
which never would have happened in 
a traditional church setting.  We have 
gone from offering one Sunday morn-
ing worship service to two worship 
opportunities, one of which can hap-
pen whenever you have a moment to 
be a part of our pre-recorded wor-
ship service … which is possible 
through the flexibility and talents of 
the members of this congregation.  

Today, I celebrate my first year as 
your pastor … no longer the “new 
pastor,” but the homecoming of  
simply being “your pastor” through 
these hard days we are in and 
through whatever the future brings. 

And … I am grateful. 

 

 

 

Church:            (310) 670-3777 

Pastor Lyda:      Lyda@wumcla.org 

Church Office:  wumcoffice1@sbcglobal.net 

Westchester United Methodist Church  

a place where love works  

wumcla.org 

From Pastor Lyda . . .  

We are a Reconciling church! 

ALL are welcomed & affirmed.   

Sunday Morning at 10:00 a.m.— 
all are invited to Zoom Breakfast 
Church!  Visit our website for more 
information. 
 
Our YouTube channel is: 
Westchester United Methodist 
Church, Los Angeles 
Subscribe to our YouTube channel 
to enjoy Sunday Virtual Worship! 


